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REPORT FROM I. L. A.’S PRESIDENT 


One of the pleasant duties of your president this year was the privilege of attend- 
ing the workshop for state library association officers at A.L.A. midwinter meeting. 
Discussing projects and problems with representatives of other organizations is always 
helpful. Our neighbors across the western state line, the Illinois Library Association, 
have recently published a handbook on the procedures for committee work and con- 
ference planning of their 1.L.A., which is proving very useful as 2 guide to new officers. 

Our Indiana Library Association started a similar project two years ago when the 
chairman of each committee was asked to prepare a statement of that group’s responsi- 
bilities and policy. The completion of this handbook will be an important project for 
1.L.A. this year. Such a handbook would be of considerable value to future officers 


and committee members. 


A reorganization of the membership committee is being tested this year. We hope 
that it will make possible more direct contact with potential new members. Martha 
Severin, New Albany, has been appointed chairman of this committee, composed of 
representatives from each district. 

At the state conference the Legislative Committee was asked to study the inter- 
pretation of the 1947 Library Law in regard to the bonding power of public libraries. 
In addition, this committee will be preparing for the 1955 session of the State Legis- 
lature. Since no major revision in library law is under consideration, it is suggested 
that our legislative effort might well be directed toward strengthening the resources 
and services of the State Library. 

This is the second year under the new plan for District Meetings, and the first 
series under the direction of committees elected by the separate districts. I am sorry 
that copy deadlines for FOCUS prevent our having full details of the six district 
programs on the general theme ‘“The Library as a Community Workshop.” 

The fall 1954 state meeting will be held in Indianapolis on September 27, 28 
and 29. The Lincoln Hotel had already scheduled other organizations for the dates 
we had preferred in November. Our president-elect has been authorized by the 
Executive Board to reserve November dates for the 1955 conference. 

With this issue FOCUS has acquired a new format, new printer, and new staff. 
We hope that the change in style and size will make our magazine more attractive 
and readable. And the Board and editor will appreciate suggestions from I.L.A. 
members for material which they would like to see published in our association’s 
periodical. 


Your president is glad to watch the progress of the association in its various 


projects for promoting library service in Indiana and along with all I.L.A. members 


is grateful for the cooperation of the many who are working to help in the develop- 
ment of these activities. 
Harvey O. SPENCER 
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Full committee rosters are recorded in the March issue of Library Occurrent. 


In 1947 the Indiana Library Association began the publication of a news sheet, 
FOCUS ON INDIANA LIBRARIES. The function of this periodical was to 
report on I.L.A. committee projects in progress and to serve as a clearing house for 
news from libraries throughout the state, emphasizing such items as new methods 
being tested and special activities in community or reader service. 

This is still the function of FOCUS. The editor receives notice from various 
sources as to some of these library activities. He, or she, is always glad to hear about 
projects in the beginning stages, well under way, or merely the germ of an idea which 
can be developed by several libraries in cooperation. 

FOCUS will have three more issues during 1954, in June, September, and 
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November. News items, opinion, and suggestions may be sent to the editor, at the 
Indianapolis Public Library, Indianapolis +. Deadline for next issue is May 15. 


DISTRICT MEETINGS, 1954 


District I 


LaPONte Sas aiiontane 


willelbiicenitiniadctadlebalabiheldeatie Wednesday, May 5 


EstHER K. Sprrver, Plymouth, chairman 


District II 


Gevalia socecctciccccenseoeeacacecsnanieca 


sibiiesha ela cea cuaisiaeainaemiai tis Thursday, May 6 


Marie CreaGer, North Manchester, chairman 


District III 


RES FOOD iricseistesvcsiininsivcnss 


wise Balada daabsateateca state Printers Tuesday, May 4+ 


SyL_v1A Taytor, Greencastle, chairman 


District IV 


Newer Castle cciccdccscccdccscssccas cate 


sheinetnianniniiumiaanuaiis Friday, April 30 


Mrs. ELEANoR Morris, Cambridge City, chairman 


District V 


Bloom etON osis<cnesecssserenessersns 


siteitaipaiaisicninaiaeian aati Tuesday, April 27 


MarGaret Cooper, Linton, chairman 


District VI 


WOWAG ssc aetonssde eae cascade 


pau cael ees sade cates Monday, April 26 


ELsA STRASSWEG, New Albany, chairman 


It is evident from the program plans 
which have been reported to the editor, 
that the district committees have skillfully 
arranged a pleasant combination of busi- 
ness, serious thinking, and entertainment. 

Elsa Strassweg, New Albany, chairman 
for District VI, announces a tour of the 
Switzerland County Historical Society 
Museum and a talk by Julie LeClerc 
Knox on Vevay and Switzerland County 
as special features of their meeting on 
Monday, April 26. 

District V will hold its meeting at the 
Student Building, Indiana University. 
Margaret Cooper, Linton, is chairman, 
Mrs. LaVerne Walthers, I.U., is 
chairman of hostesses. Following the 
theme, “The Library—the Community 
Workshop,” Stillman Taylor, Terre 
Haute, will serve as moderator of a panel 
discussion on “The Role of . . .”’ a librari- 
an from a large library, a small library, a 
trustee, a citizen, a school representative, 
and a rural leader, at the morning session. 
The afternoon meeting will open with 
short talks by officers of I.L.A. and 
I.L.T.A., followed by group discussion 
for large and medium libraries, small li- 
braries, and trustees. The recommenda- 
tions of these groups for action within the 
district and for the future program of the 
District Meetings will be considered at 


and 


the final business session. 

A panel discussion on “The Role of the 
Public Library in Adult Education,” by 
representatives of small and large public 
libraries, library trustees, schools, and the 
citizen public, will be the main feature 
of the morning session at the meeting of 
District IV in New Castle. 

The program for the meeting in Dis- 
trict II] was not yet completed when 
FOCUS went to press. 

Marie Creager, North Manchester, 
chairman for District II, reports inter- 
esting plans for their program. A dem- 
onstration of story hour activities for pre- 
school children, sponsored by the Pre- 
School Committee of the I.L.A. Chil- 
dren’s Round Table, will be directed by 
Mary Tone, Gary. “Adult Education in 
the Armed Forces”’ is the subject of a talk 
by Donald E. Landis, trustee, Goshen. A 
panel on ‘Human Relations between Li- 
brarian, Trustee, and Patron” and a dis- 
cussion of new books will complete the 
formal program. There will also be the 
usual reports of committees, introductions 
of new personnel in the libraries of the 
district, and the regular meeting of Li- 
brary Trustees. 

At LaPorte, District I will develop the 
theme in the morning session by a panel 

(Continued on page 5) 








KNOW YOUR 


The following article—editorial, _re- 
search report from days in dusty stacks— 
is presented for the benefit of those who, 
like your new editor, have recently come to 
libraries in Indiana and to membership in 


1.L.A. 


in these activities may smile at this ver- 


Librarians who have participated 


sion. No doubt they can offer corrections 
and additions, which will be welcomed. 
This review of some I.L.A. projects 
achievements 1939 is drawn 
trom the files of Library Occurrent. Sur- 
veying in a few days so many years of 
important national and local events is both 


and since 


heartening and discouraging. It is impres- 
sive to see the hard work poured into im- 
mediate tasks of wartime defense, encour- 
aging to note the consciousness of need to 
plan for the future. Discouragement 
comes because we are aware of so much 
still to be attained in developing library 


service. “Chis summary may cheer and 
stimulate our hearts by suggesting how 
much has been accomplished. 

The Indiana Library Association may 
point with pride to at least three out- 
standing achievements during the past 


fifteen years. “hese were by no means the 
sole activities of the association nor was 
i.L.A. alone in sponsoring them and car- 
rying them to a_ successful conclusion. 
Cooperation with many different organi- 
zations in the state brought about these 
important forward steps in promoting bet- 
ter library service throughout Indiana. 
The Indiana Library Trustees Association 
was co-partner in all these undertakings. 
And it would be impossible to name all 
the individual members of the two asso- 
ciations who served as officers or on the 
committees which studied and carried out 
these projects. 

On March 11, 1941, the governor of 
indiana signed a bill providing for certifi- 
cation of all librarians in public institu- 
tions in the state. ‘he favorable vote on 
this bill by the 1941 State Legislature was 
not the result of a short campaign by the 


ASSOCIATION 
members of I.L.A. and I.L.T.A. The 


need for suitably trained personnel in li- 
brary service had been recognized by the 
associations for many years, and commit- 
tees of I.L.A. had studied the problem 
trom many angles before the first bill was 
introduced in the 1927 
At succeeding 
the bill was persistently 
was blocked in various stages, despite in- 
tensive work by the I.L.A.-I.L.T.A. Leg- 
of 
educating public and legislative opinion to 
the importance of this measure finally bore 
fruit in the 1941 State Legislature. 
Two of the three members of the Li- 
brary Certification Board established by 
the Act are appointed by the Governor on 
the recommendation of the Indiana Li- 
brary Association and the Indiana Library 
‘Trustees The 
Associations, through these board mem- 
bers and through committee suggestions 


State Legislative 


session. biennial sessions 


reintroduced but 


islative Committees. Fourteen years 


Association respectively. 


have encouraged study and clarification of 
some of the regulations and have urged 
provision for professional training at state 
educational institutions to help librarians 
meet the requirements for certification. 
During the 1930’s also, the Indiana Li- 
trary Association was studying the prob- 
lem of providing pension benefits for li- 
brarians in Indiana. In this case the bill 
finally passed by the state legislature was 
(Continued on inside back cover) 
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NEW LIBRARY IN PETERSBURG 

On February 7, the new Barrett Me- 
morial Library at Petersburg was opened 
to the public. This attractive building in 
Williamsburg style was built and fur- 
nished with funds from the bequest of 
Mrs. Edith Barrett, a Petersburg resi- 
dent. Income from a business building on 
Main Street, also willed to the library, is 
to be spent for the purchase of new books 
tor the collection of 12,000 volumes for- 
merly housed in the Pike County Court- 
Mrs. Mary Sanders, librarian, 
and the Library Board who have planned 
the building and secured its beautiful new 
equipment may well be proud. 


house. 


(Continued from page 3) 

on “Working Programs for Adults.” In 
the afternoon, separate discussion groups 
will be held. Mrs. James Briggs, trustee, 
Crown Point, was appointed to the posi- 
tion of vice-chairman of the committee to 
fll a vacancy which occurred during the 
year. 
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I. L. A. ROUND TABLE REPORT 


Committees of the new I.L.A. Round 
‘Table for Children’s and Young People’s 
Librarians report many activities planned 
and in progress. 

‘The pre-school committee is arranging 
a demonstration program of pre-school 
story-hour activities for one or two Dis- 
trict Meetings this spring. In addition, 
the committee, Bettie Alice Scherzinger, 
Mishawaka, chairman, is preparing a bib- 
liography on story-telling for pre-school 
children. 

Another committee of this Round Table 
has prepared a bibliography of ‘Sources 
for Good Stories” which may be helpful 
to librarians in charge of story hour pro- 
‘The members 
of this committee are: Esther K. Spitler, 
Plymouth; Annabel McKinney, Ham- 
Martha Samuels, Greensburg; 
Fausz, Bluffton, and Alice K. 
Stevens, Muncie, chairman. The bibliog- 
rephy which they suggest is: 

Stories to Tell, prepared by the Chil- 
cren’s Department, Enoch Pratt Free Li- 
brary; revised and edited by M. Salome 
Betts. Enoch Pratt Free Library, Balti- 
more, 1948. 62p. 65c. 

Stories; a list of stories to tell and to 
read aloud; alphabetically arranged, fol- 
lowed by a subject index. Compiled by 
Fulalie Steinmetz. 4th edition. New 
York Public Library, 1949. 99p. 75c. 

Stories to Tell to Children. 6th edi- 
tion, revised and edited by Laura E. Cath- 
on, Kathryn Kohberger, Virginia A. Rus- 
sell. Carnegie Library, Pittsburgh, 1949. 
96p. $1.00. 

For the Storyteller. 
National Recreation Association, 315 
Fourth Avenue, New York 10, 1950. 
36p. 50c. (First half of book is on “How 
to Tell’). 

Anyone of the first three booklets listed 


grams for older children. 


mond; 
Bernita 


Revised edition. 


here would supply a storyteller with good 
stories for a long time and also serve as 
a buying guide for fairy tales and holiday 


books. 








NEWS: LIBRARY SERVICES IN INDIANA 


A new Teen Age Room at the Marion 
Public Library, Mrs. Chilson Bishop, Li- 
brarian, was opened on November 15. 

Reports from an Institute on Library 
Work for Young People, sponsored by 
A.L.A. and the University of California, 
were combined with photographs of the 
teen age rooms in local libraries for fea- 
ture articles in Gary and Hammond pa- 
pers describing library activities for teen 
groups. 

In Indianapolis, the members of the 
Holladay Council, at the Holladay Me- 
morial Library for Young People, were 
featured in a full-page story with pictures. 
They had planned and executed, with 
paint and brush, a new color scheme for 
their recreation room in the basement of 
the library. The combination of gray 
walls, brick red floor, pink piano, and 
chartreuse drapes is more soothing than 
might be anticipated. The room enjoys 
steady use for games, rehearsals for school 
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shows, meetings of Great Books and cre- 
ative writing groups, as well as parties 
sponsored by the Council. This Holladay 
Council is composed of delegates from 
every public and parochial high school in 
the city. 

Projects for microfilming local news- 
papers are underway in several more Indi- 
ana libraries. South Bend Public Library 
has filmed its bound volumes of the South 
Bend Tribune for the years 1873 to 1948. 
Roger B. Francis, Librarian, reports that 
ninety-six shelves have been released, and 
that library patrons comment on the con- 
venience of the film reader. The public 
libraries in Terre Haute and Evansville 
anticipate similar benefits from their proj- 
ects. Details on procedures and proposed 
improvements in method, as used in the 
Evansville project, are available on a 
mimeographed sheet issued by that library. 
In Kendallville, Lucille Williams, libra- 
rian, is suggesting that local organizations 
may wish to contribute toward the ex- 
pense of microfilming the News-Sun be- 
cause such local records are valuable to 
the whole community. 





The Gary Public Library sponsored a 
cne-day workshop for story-tellers, on De- 
cember 3. Members of the Gary-Lake 
County Library staff, children’s workers 
from the East Chicago and Goshen Public 
Libraries, and volunteer workers in the 
children’s ward at the local hospital at- 
tended. Techniques of conducting story 
hour activities for small children were 
demonstrated, including the use of rec- 
ords, pictures, and games. Mary Tone, 
head of the children’s department in Gary 
Public Library, directed the workshop. 
Alta Parks, head of extension, and Ruth 
Sibley, head of the Popular Library, sug- 
gested the variety of discussion groups, 
book talks, and other programs which 
could be arranged at the same time for 
parents of the pre-school children. 


NEWS: PERSONNEL IN INDIANA LIBRARIES 


Appointments of Head Librarians in 
town, city, or county, are recorded in 
Library Occurrent. Other changes on a 
library staff are mentioned in this column. 
The editor will appreciate having news of 
promotions, new staff members, and resig- 
nations. 

In the fall of 1953 Katherine L. Crox- 
all assumed the position of Children’s 
Specialist at the South Bend Public Li- 
brary. In the ten years since she joined 
the staff in South Bend, Miss Croxall has 
developed a Child Study Room, for serv- 
ice to teachers and parents, and has estab- 
lished a pre-school story hour program. As 
Children’s Specialist, she will continue her 
work with parent and teacher groups in 
the city and will also conduct the pre- 
school story hour in the Main Children’s 
Room and five branches. 

Mrs. Adeline Hamilton, who came to 
South Bend from the Cleveland Public 
Library, has been appointed librarian of 
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the River Park Branch, to succeed Miss 
Croxall. 

Julius Richard Chitwood came to the 
Indianapolis Public Library on January 
1, 1954, as first assistant in the Circula- 
tion Department. Mr. Chitwood is a 
graduate of Ouachita College and has 
been a student at the Graduate Library 
School of the University of Chicago. He 
succeeds Irene Mischler, who has accepted 
2 position in the Grosse Pointe Public Li- 
brary, Grosse Pointe, Michigan. 


STAFF COMMITTEES AT WORK 

I.L.A. members who attended the Staff 
Personnel Round Table, on November 
11 at the state conference, a most stimu- 
lating meeting by the way, will recall the 
mention of an extensive in-service training 
project in preparation at Gary Public Li- 
brary. An announcement of the actual 
program of monthly meetings, planned by 
a Staff Committee, has been sent to 
FOCUS. Other libraries may be inter- 
ested in the statement of objectives. 

to explore our relations—to take an in- 
ventory of ourselves, our services, and the 
role of the Gary Public Library in com- 
munity problems and activities; 

to provide programs by the staff to 
stimulate interest in all phases of library 
work and strengthen enthusiasm for li- 
brary projects; 

to introduce outside specialists in vari- 
ous fields to discuss recent trends that we 
may compare and evaluate our current 
theories and practices. 

The program utilizes staff talent wher- 
ever possible, to present such topics as a 
short history of the Gary Public Library 
and its service area, brief sketches of spe- 
cial services such as the bookmobile, hos- 
pital libraries, the Popular Library, Mu- 
sic and Films. Among other subjects to 
be discussed in the series of meetings, one 
each month from November 1953 to De- 
cember 1954, are the City Budget, Com- 

(Continued on inside back cover) 

















A first floor view of the beautiful,new James Wheelock Table, supplied by Library Bureau. The LB tables 
Clark Library at Russell Sage College, Troy, N.Y.In — and chairs at the right are nearly 20 years old, yet they 
the center, the new Atlas Case and Periodical Index blend perfectly with the finish of the new furniture. 


Beauty on a Budget 


Most colleges are dollar-counters these days. Russell Sage College had to 
watch expenses carefully when planning its new library. Here’s how they 
solved their problem, in the words of Miss Margaret R. Meyer, Librarian: 
“In planning for new furniture and equipment, economy was paramount. 
This problem was immensely simplified because the Library Bureau tables 
and chairs in the old building were attractively finished. Moreover, all this 
furniture, some of it twenty years old, was usable; the chairs were in excel- | 
lent condition, and the tables sound, although tops needed refinishing. The 


newly purchased equipment has all been supplied in an attractive finish 






lighter than the old furniture. but blending perfectly.” 
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twenty, even fifty years hence, reducing replacement cost to the vanishing 






point. And when you expand, Library Bureau can always supply you with 
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details on Library Bureau quality furniture write for free Catalog LB604. 
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ILA SCHOLARSHIP AND 
LOAN FUND 


The Scholarship and Loan Fund of 
I.L.A. offers financial aid toward profes- 
sional education for college students and 
library staff members who wish to secure 
further professional training. Twenty per 
cent of the annual membership dues is 
given to this Scholarship and Loan Fund. 

Applications for financial aid in the 
summer session of 1954 or for the aca- 
demic year, 1954-55, may be requested 
‘from Esther Schlundt, Purdue Univer- 
sity Library, chairman of the committee. 
Candidates are selected on the basis of 
their interest in librarianship as a profes- 
sion, evidence of their academic and per- 
sonal qualifications, economic need, let- 
ters of recommendation, and a personal 
interview. 

Last year, scholarships were awarded 
te four persons. The members of the 
committee believe this is one of the most 
important and worthwhile projects of the 
Association. 


(Continued from page 7) 
munity Relations, Nature and Books in 
the Dunes Area. 

A Building Planning Committee, rep- 
resenting all of the South Bend Public 
Library staff, is working with Roger 
Francis, librarian, in preparation for their 
new Central Library building. Delibera- 
tions seem to range from the merits of 
accoustic tile to the possibility of new 
departmental subject groupings, according 
to the progress report of the committee in 
the January issue of the library’s Staff 
Notes. 

Among the other details, the commit- 
tee is exploring a problem in accoustics 
which may interest other libraries build- 
ing or remodeling. A sound-proofed Lis- 
tening Room for patrons to enjoy records 
is in the plans. The Committee is study- 
ing the possibility of constructing the 
room so that it might also be used as a 
studio for recording library broadcasts on 
tape or disc. 


(Continued from page 4) 

the result of cooperative study and action 
by a number of different organizations in 
the state. After several pension programs 
of varying type and scope had been studied 
by the Committee on Retirement and 
Pensions, it became evident that the li- 
brarians’ needs would be covered most ad- 
vantageously in a fund available to all 
employees of local government units. 
Eventually the work of this committee 
was combined with the planning of the 
State Personnel Board for pension bene- 
fits for state employees, and the Public 
Employees Retirement Act became law on 
March 9, 1945. The work of the I.L.A.- 
I.L.T.A. Retirement and Pensions Com- 
mittee, continued, however, for five years, 
in urging local library boards to join this 
fund. 

A third major project has’ been the 
promotion of new legislation governing 
the establishment of public libraries in the 
state. In 1947 the State Legislature 
passed a Public Library Law, which was 
based on previously existing law but elim- 
inated obsolete measures, simplified and 
organized in one act a century’s accumu- 
lation of public library legislation, and 
provided for the future development of 
public libraries in Indiana. More than 
six years of patient and constant effort had 
been devoted to the task of producing this 
law. The work of codification was started 
by a professor of law at Indiana Univer- 
sity. The I.L.A.-I.L.T.A. Legislative 
Committees prepared the final draft of the 
bill, in consultation with state legal off- 
cials, made contacts with state legislators, 
and spent many hours at the sessions of 
the Legislature. And the task of these 
Legislative Committees continues when 
sections of the law are found to require 
clarification or amendment. 

Promoting sound library legislation is 
merely one of the functions of the Indiana 
Library Association. Reviews of other 
activities will appear in later issues of 


FOCUS. 
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